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Advancing resilient water systems through integration: Insights from IWA LET 2026
Last week in Houston, the 20th IWA Leading Edge Conference on Water and Wastewater Technologies (LET) brought global water leaders together to tackle the industry's most pressing challenges. For Grundfos, the week centered on a single, critical priority: bridging the gap between centralized and decentralized water management.
The tone was set early at the opening reception, where Hamed Heyhat welcomed the global water community. He challenged attendees to look beyond conventional approaches and invited them to see our operations firsthand through a technical tour of our Americas headquarters in Brookshire, Texas.
That push for new thinking drove a joint workshop hosted by Grundfos and Newterra, which examined how modular, decentralized treatment solutions can actually support—rather than compete with—existing infrastructure. The discussion marked a necessary shift in system design. By utilizing decentralized solutions to extend the reach of centralized networks, operators gain:
· Greater flexibility when expanding system capacity.
· Rapid deployment capabilities in environments constrained by limited infrastructure.
· Enhanced resilience against fluctuating demands and environmental pressures.

To move the conversation from theory to practice, Grundfos opened the doors of its Brookshire facility later in the week. Conference attendees, alongside members of the Rice University community, were given a transparent look at the advanced manufacturing, digitalization, and engineering that power our water treatment and dosing systems. The visit highlighted exactly what it takes to push innovation out of the lab, through the value chain, and into real-world implementation.
If the conference proved anything, it is that no single solution can solve today's complex water challenges. The path forward demands integration. By connecting diverse technologies, operating models, and industry partners, the water sector can build more adaptable and efficient systems. Grundfos remains committed to driving this collaborative approach to protect and sustain water resources worldwide..
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